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50TH SESSION OF THE TAMIL ANNUAL CONFERENCE

METHODIST CHURCH IN MALAYSIA

Matthew 5:13-16

Greetings to all of you in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. I strongly believe that 

God will continue to bless all of us if we continue to seek His glory. This year, I am truly grateful 

to God for the possible birth another new local church, growing us to become 59 churches. I

welcome all of you to the momentous and historical 50th session of our beloved TAC. 

1. Our Vision and Way Forward.

a. This is something that we focussed on and paid attention to this year. Two separate Joint 

Board Planning Sessions were held, as a one-day event. The first was on the 29th of March 

and the second was on the 30th of August. 

b. The outcomes of both these sessions are found at the end part of this address. All delegates 

and leaders must take the responsibility to take this to all our local churches.

c. This should be something that both our pastors and lay leaders consciously strive to bring 

into fruition in the life of our local churches.

d. They need to be addressed at our growth group sessions as our members need to see what 

the conference is looking at in the coming years. 

2. Mentoring and Safeguarding our Children and Young ones.

a. I strongly believe that this is our most urgent need of the hour. I have attached a document 

that was sent to the Board on Christian Education earlier. We need to look at it in detail.

b. I would like all church school teachers to share the Church School 

lesson with the parents of the students in their own class (which can easily be shared via a 

WhatsApp broadcast group). 

c. In the same way, I would like all MYF Counsellors to share the MYF program
with the parents of the parents (which can easily be shared via a WhatsApp broadcast 
group). 

d. The time has come for parents to take ownership of the spiritual instruction of their own 

children and youths. Parents should follow up on the lessons of the Sunday, talking about it 

at home during the weekdays, discussing them further with their children. Deut.  6:6-9.
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e.

system between teachers and parents are working. The LCEC must be willing to invest 

resources to effectively ensure that all our young ones are being nurtured in a systematic 

way.

f. The LCEC should seek to assist, whenever needs are expressed by teachers or parents. 

g.

the deterioration of character and spirituality will begin to readily manifest itself. 

3. Re-looking at our Worship Service Order and Liturgy.

a. We have come far over the last 50 years. However, times have changed and we need to 

adapt to newer ways of doing Sunday services as well. 

b. We need not reject everything from the past but be conscious about learning from some of 

the growing churches. 

c. We can still use our elaborate liturgy, with confession of sin and affirmation of faith

every First Sunday. However, it would be good to use a simplified / contemporary style 

during other weeks.

d.

consciously adapt, quickly. 

e. Sometimes, repetitive way of doing service leads to boredom, leading 

to an inability for our members to focus and read the prayers meaningfully due to its

mundane re-appearance every week. 

f. We may need to advise our older members who may feel nostalgic about certain aspects 

found in the liturgy to consider the needs of our younger generations. 

g. Please discuss this in your LCEC and see if you need any help. 

h. I would like to suggest a possible liturgy that local churches could adopt during some of 

the weeks in a month. 

i. A time of silence and opening prayer (with the pastor leading members into a 
personal time of confession). 

ii. Responsive Reading (to prepare our hearts for worship).

iii Praise and Worship.

iv. Pastoral Prayer

v. Scripture Reading.
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vi. Sermon / Gods word.

vii. Closing/Offertory Song (Could be a Lyric or Hymn).

viii. Closing Prayer/ Benediction 

ix. Announcements.

4. Our difficulty in the placement of pastors for local churches.

a. All our pastors in our TAC are called by God to minister as shepherds in our local churches. 

Many of them struggle with the demands of ministry but keep continuing with the strength 

that God has given them. We must pray for them every day. 

b. This year we have Rev Isaac Nathan opting for early retirement due to health reasons. We 

wish him well for his recovery.

c.

churches have taken October as

d. However, we have always faced a shortage of ministers, even before 50 years ago while 

were still known as TPAC.

e. This year, we were dependent on 4 pre-seminary students and 2 -

to take care of 6 congregations. 

f. 7 retired elders and 1 retired local deacon have been graciously serving as full-time pastors 

to take care of local churches, despite their age.

g. Several retired pastors are serving as pastor-in-charge to assist in Communion and LCEC.

h. Several of our churches are being helped by full-time and part-time lay pastors. 

i. Several of our pastors are also serving as pastor-in-charge for second churches.

j. However, God has been good to us. In the coming years we would be receiving new 

graduates.

k. In October 2026, 3 students will be graduating from seminary. In October 2027, 4 students 

will be graduating from seminary, in October 2028, 3 students will be graduating from 

seminary. In the following years several other existing students will be graduating as well. 

5. Lay Leadership across the Conference.

a. I wish to appreciate the commitment of our lay leadership at the Conference, District and 

Local church levels. We have good leaders who often serve willingly in a sacrificial manner. 

b. All the reports from the relevant Boards and Organizations have already been given in detail 

by the respective Board Chairpersons and Organization Presidents.
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c. I sincerely appreciate the good work of each of the Board Chairpersons and their team 

members who have mostly worked to fulfil their responsibilities to the best of their abilities.

d. I also appreciate the respective Organization Presidents both at the district and national 

levels. They provide an important avenue for a yearly coming together beyond the confines 

of our local and district churches.

e. All our organizations have also become a grooming platform to grow new leadership, which 

in turn becomes a blessing to all our local churches as well. 

6. The Methodist Church in Malaysia.

a. Next year we will be having our GC organized National level prayer convention at DUMC. 

This will be from the 25th to 27th of May 2026. I wish to see all our churches represented. 

b. I appreciate the good work of Dato Seri Windsor and the Board of Discipline review to 

produce the Tamil translation of the 2024 MBOD. The editors are Rev Joy Pandian, Mrs 

Mary Devadason and Mrs Jeyanthi Jeyaraj. They will need more time to do this important 

work.

c.

salary scheme. May God bless you richly. 

d. The Parliament Act 457 Booklet that stipulates our legitimacy to exist and function as a 

church in this nation is available for RM 1 each. 

e. The pre-marital counselling material, Marriage Manual, has been produced in English. 

Please use them and keep extra copies handy in our church office. 

f. The Marriage Manual for Couples are RM 8 each. 

g. The Marriage Manual Handbooks for Pastors and Counsellors are RM 36 each.

h. The Marriage Manual handouts for couples are RM 3 each.

i. The Methodist Membership Manual is available for RM 10 each. There are limited copies 

in Malay as well. Please buy them for your confirmands and new believers. 

j. The 2026 Methodist Planner / diaries can be collected only by those who have ordered 

earlier. 

k. To get any of the publications mentioned above, please liaise with Bro. James our office 

administrator and Mrs. Mercy who will assist you on all these purchases.

l. I urge all our local churches to set aside yearly budget contribute to our Methodist Education 

Foundation Scholarship. Please make it a yearly contribution. The publicity for this is given 

out in April or May each year. We praise God that many of our TAC students are continuing 

to benefit from this.
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7. NATIONAL LEVEL CONCERNS.

a. The recent cases of bullying and deaths in schools must cause us to pray much more for our 

schools and find ways to engage more with our schools. This is the sorry state that our 

children are exposed to in this time and age. The COE is always willing to come alongside

churches that are willing to help. 

b. I wish to urge all our Churches to pray for our Prime Minister, the cabinet and other leaders 

and our nation well-being in prayer cells and home prayer. Let us continue to pray for 

peace and religious freedom to continue being the pillar of our nation.

c. As I emphasize in my address every year, may I remind all our churches to take the initiative 

to engage with their ADUN and MP in their area. We need to visit them, engage with them,

and consciously pray for them as well.

d. As we pray for our nation, remember all other denominations and their leaders in your prayer 

as well. Christians are a minority in this nation, and we need to work in unity with our fellow 

believers. Remember the difficult work of discipling churches in Sabah and Sarawak too.

8. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.

a. I sincerely thank Bishop Dr T Jeyakumar for his friendship, guidance, assistance, and prayer 

support. I wish to recognize our Bishop love and support for our conference and local 

church needs. 

b. My sincere appreciation to all our pastors, workers and their families who work 

sacrificially in ministry. I always pray for them and their families every day. 

c. I thank all our lay leaders and LCEC members in our local churches who pray and work 

with wholehearted commitment as they serve God through TAC.  

d. I thank all our Executive Board members and the Finance Board members, for their 

valuable input and support. I appreciate the unity and the camaraderie during our long 

meetings.  

e.  I also value the friendship and input from the Conference Lay Leader and his 

associates, and for their encouragement. 

f. I thank the Conference Secretary, Mr Michael Raja, the Conference Treasurer, Mr Deva 

Dass and our Finance Chairman Mr Walter Sandosham who always work hard behind 

the scenes. 

g. This year, we bid farewell to Bro Shakespeare, who had to return to Sri Lanka under 

difficult circumstances. He has not been well, as one of his eyes has become weak. The 

Executive Board gave RM 2,000 to him (Rm 200x10 years), as a token of appreciation. 

Please continue to pray for him and his family. 
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h. I wish to appreciate all our office staff, Bro. James Jerna, Sis Mercy, Sis Sharon Beulah. 

I also record my thanks to Bro. Jesu who is always open to assist in any way when 

needed.   

i. My appreciation goes to the prayer team and all others who take time to pray for me 

and my family on a regular basis.  

j. Lastly, I wish to appreciate my wife Alice and my three daughters who have always 

supported me in ministry. 

 

May GOD bring revival and growth in all to our local churches as we seek the Glory of His 

name alone in all that we do for Him. All Glory, Praise and Honor unto Jesus Christ our 

Lord alone.

that their hearts would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, 

Deuteronomy 5:29

Thank You and God Bless You.  

By HIS Grace,

Dennis Raj

Tamil Annual Conference,

Methodist Church in Malaysia.
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TAC

Joint Board Consultation Outcome

Introduction

- Fifty years ago, an uncomfortable decision was made by our members to part ways and to 

become a separate Annual Conference. This decision was not made lightly but was taken in 

prayer, with hearts bowed before God.

- Today, we are at another crucial moment: to think and decide for the next 50 years of TAC.

- Isaiah 43:18 To embrace the new things God is doing, we must not be stuck in former ways 

and practices.

- Our Spiritual Vision is to be two-fold, just like two eyes needed for good physical vision.

Proclaimed

A. What Is The Word God Is Telling Us Today? 

- If we do not ask God or give importance to His Word, we will follow our own thoughts, base 

everything on our past experiences, instead of relying on 

- local churches follow it? 

- Genesis 12:1 Just as God called Abraham out of the old, we must ask: How will TAC be 

useful to the Tamils and other communities at our doorstep for the next 50 years?

- Psalm 119:105 

effectively.

- lives; it must be more 

than listening to sermons; it must transform lives.

- Acts 16:6-10 

- Joshua 1:7-8 wants in our 

meetings, not just our own ideas.

B. Opinion.

- Acts 5:29 The danger in our system is that the majority sometimes leads us away from 

God's Word.

- Word even when it is un-popular.

- Example: When the woke culture promoted same-sex relationships in the U.S., only a few 

stood against it despite the dangers.
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C. Teaching And Living The Word At All Levels Is Needed.

- Deuteronomy 6:6-9 We must teach our children how to have a daily quiet time with God.

- Many live off second-hand spiritual food rather than seeking God's Word for themselves.

-

- 2 Chronicles 17:7-9

- Acts 6:7 Did the church grow? No, the number of disciples grew. 

-

natural by-product.

- Evangelism will become a natural outcome of our Discipleship, as disciples could not but 

undertake evangelism despite opposition. Acts 4:20.

Kingdom Advanced.

A. Shifting from a Church-centred to a Kingdom-Focused Mindset

- We must not 

- role and influence in our children's lives have diminished. 

- Future generations may not know which kingdom they belong to.

- Why must we be kingdom-minded? They must know who is the one King they belong to. 

-

- Church membership has become more important than ensuring our names are written in 

the Book of Life.

- John 3:3 If a person is not born again, they c

- Luke 17:21 Being kingdom-minded means accepting God as King over our lives, church

life and all ministries.

B. Working Together to Build His Kingdom and Rejecting the Temptation to Build Our Own 

Kingdoms

- Mark 9:38-40: The kingdom-minded approach is salvation-focused and encourages co-

operation between churches.

-

- 1 Samuel 20:30-31 King Saul, instead of building God's kingdom, wanted his descendants 

to rule, building his own dynasty.

- 1 Corinthians 3:4-6 / 3 John 9-10

their own agendas for personal control.
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C. Manifestation

- Colossians 1:13 If we do not bring God's Kingdom of light into our churches, then the 

kingdom of darkness will take over. Manifesting symptoms will show the actual state of 

affairs. 

- Acts 5:12-15 Signs and wonders must be restored in our churches: healing, deliverance, 

and prophecy.

- Our people are sometimes stuck in routine in worship services instead of experiencing the 

power of God.

- 1 Corinthians 4:20 The Kingdom of God is not just about discussions or theories but about 

demonstration of power.

- We should see peop0le being healed and delivered every week. 

Conclusion

- A Two-Fold Vision is needed for TAC in the coming years .

- We must have a balanced vision that focuses on both.

- ministry.

- source of power for our mission.

- We must ask God to renew our vision so that TAC will be fruitful and impactful for the next 

50 years.

- The decision made 50 years ago was an act of faith. 

- We cannot walk blindly into the next 50 years.

- We with a kingdom-focused vision.

- Isaiah 43:19 God is doing a new thing, and we must perceive it, embrace it, and walk in it.

- and advancing His Kingdom as we move forward.

God Bless You Always.

Dennis Raj

50th Session TAC,

PDMC.
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